Announcement by the National Authority for Data Protection and Freedom of
Information

regarding its decision on the publication of a map created on the basis of a data breach
concerning the Tisza Party in articles appearing on the news portals of Mediaworks
Hungary Zrt.

In its decision of 19 May 2026, the National Authority for Data Protection and Freedom
of Information reprimanded Mediaworks Hungary Zrt. for publishing, in three articles
and without a proper legal basis, the link to the website on which data from the data
breach concerning the Tisza Party was made public via an interactive map. The Authority
imposed a fine of 50 million forints on Mediaworks for the infringement.

On 7 November 2025, an unknown person published a website on which anyone could search,
using an interactive map, through the data of data subjects linked to the Tisza Party. Through
this map, the names, addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses and geolocation
coordinates of the addresses of nearly 200,000 data subjects became accessible. Furthermore,
given that this data was published in connection with a political party, it was possible to draw
conclusions from the map regarding the political views of the data subjects, which constitutes
special categories of personal data.

On 7 November 2025, Mediaworks published an article on its three online news portals (Origo,
Magyar Nemzet, Ripost) containing a link to the map, thereby providing readers with access to
the personal data and special categories of personal data of the data subjects. The articles on
Origo and Magyar Nemzet included a link to the map, whilst the article published on Ripost
featured an image containing the map’s URL as an illustration.

During the proceedings, Mediaworks argued that, on the legal basis of legitimate interest, it was
lawful to publish the link to the map and thereby provide access to the personal data and special
categories of personal data of the data subjects. The General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) requires three cumulative conditions to be met for the application of this legal basis:
proof of the existence of a legitimate interest, the necessity of the processing, and the
proportionality of the processing. In its decision, the Authority primarily examined the
existence of a legitimate interest. In this context, EU and Hungarian law stipulate that the
legitimate interest must be /awful, and the controller must be able to demonstrate its existence
in a precise and reasoned manner.

In the proceedings, Mediaworks cited freedom of the press, freedom of expression and the right
to inform the public as legitimate interests. According to Mediaworks, the scandals surrounding
the processing activities of the Tisza Party were the subject of a public debate of broad public
interest in the period prior to the publication of the article. Mediaworks argued that the
individuals featured in the database were participants in this public debate and that the subject
matter of the article contributed to this public debate. The Authority did not accept Mediaworks’
argument. The Authority found that the names, addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses
and geolocation coordinates of the addresses of a political party’s supporters do not constitute
an event of public interest; therefore, providing access to such data cannot under any
circumstances be regarded as such an event.

According to the Authority, in determining its legitimate interest, Mediaworks should have
taken into account, on the one hand, that the Authority had published a communication



addressed to media service providers on 6 November, the day before the articles were
published.! In this communication, the Authority set out, among other things, the data
protection requirement that it is unlawful to make personal data originating from the data breach
concerning the Tisza Party accessible to readers, even indirectly, i.e. by publishing a link to a
website disclosing the personal data. The requirement set out by the Authority was explicitly
mentioned in the articles published by Origo and Ripost on 7 November 2025, whilst Magyar
Nemzet published an article on 6 November regarding the Authority’s communication, which
also included this finding by the Authority. Nevertheless, all three online news outlets published
the link to the map.

Furthermore, when balancing the legitimate interests, the Client should have taken into account
the vulnerable position of the data subjects, as it can reasonably be assumed that the data
subjects became victims of a criminal offence as a result of their personal data and special
categories of personal data being made public via the map. Furthermore, it is also a key
consideration that the disclosure of personal data and special categories of personal data via the
map may have a significant negative impact not only on the data subjects’ data protection rights,
but also on their right to privacy, and respect for family life and home, as this made their names,
addresses and telephone numbers easily accessible to anyone, thereby making it simple for
others to contact them — in some cases in a disturbing, harassing or otherwise offensive manner.
Furthermore, Mediaworks should also have taken into account that Index — which was the first
to report on the map’s existence, and which all three online publications referred to in their 7
November 2025 article — did not wish to publish the map’s availability and asked its readers
not to attempt to search for the map either.

On this basis, the Authority concluded that Mediaworks did not have a legitimate interest in
publishing the link to the map in the articles and thereby providing access to the personal data
and special categories of personal data of the data subjects. The Authority was unable to
examine the other two conditions of the legal basis cited by Mediaworks, as it is only in the
case of an existing legitimate interest that it can be assessed whether the processing is necessary
for the presentation of an event of public interest, and whether the processing and the severity
of the infringement of fundamental rights caused by the provision of information to the public
is proportionate.

In determining the amount of the fine, the Authority took into account the serious nature of the
infringement (deliberate breach of a fundamental obligation of the controller, the large number
of data subjects, the infringement extended to contact details and special categories of personal
data, to which access was provided via articles published on widely read, well-known online
news portals), as well as the fact that the Authority had previously imposed fines on
Mediaworks on several occasions. At the same time, the Authority considered it a mitigating
factor that Mediaworks removed the link to the map from the articles on the very day they were
published, and also that only a small number of visitors had read the articles during the period
when the link to the map was included in them.

The Authority also ordered the publication of its decision on the Authority’s official website,
www.naih.hu, given that the infringement affected a wide range of individuals and was of a
serious nature. By publishing the decision, the Authority wishes to draw attention to the
obligations of media service providers regarding the processing of personal data, and also
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wishes to highlight, with the help of public attention, the paramount importance of ensuring a
high level of protection of personal data.



